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CHAIR’S REPORT 2018-19 
Annual General Meeting, 22

nd
  October 2019 

 

 

We have had another busy year, with visits to and from Hannover, and regular events here in 
Bristol.  The amount we do rather masks the fact that we lost two committee members last 

year, and we have now lost two more, so the burden on the remaining committee is quite 

considerable at times.  We soldier on, as we do not want the oldest twinning partnership with 
Germany to suffer, but it will be difficult to maintain the momentum unless we have more 

help.  To this end, we organised a national twinning conference recently, together with 

Bristol’s other six twinnings, and hope that this will bring new blood and ideas.   
 

 Our last AGM was presided over by Deputy Lord Mayor, Councillor Lesley 

Alexander, who described the calendar of events as wonderfully varied, with many 

friendships enjoyed and renewed. 

 The Christmas Market lunch was as convivial as ever, with about 30 people from 

various twinnings joining us to celebrate this German-style festive event. 

 In January we had a talk by member Colin Evans in his series on German art, and 

in February a talk from Bristol’s ‘tram man’ and BHC member, Peter Davey, on 

Bristol’s tram system. 

 In March we returned to our tried and tested Karneval venue, the Black Swan, to 

celebrate Rosenmontag, with a splendid crowd enjoying eating and drinking, singing 
Karneval songs, and with slides of the 2016 Rosenmontag procession, attended by 

myself and husband Tony. 

 Committee members attended the launch of an exhibition ‘Anderswo ist hier’ as 

part of the exchange between BV Studios and the Turba Gallery in Hannover, who 
exhibited their art in the Centrespace Gallery, supported by BHC. BV Studios artists 

had visited Hannover in 2018, as reported last year. 

 Around this time, the shoes and posters etc from the now well-known project ‘In 

Someone Else’s Shoes’, commemorating the beginnings of the link with Hannover, 

were collected during a school visit to S Wales, by the Hannover teacher, Jens 
Bludau, who has been a tower of strength at IGS Kronsberg, working with Ruth 

Myers here in Bristol on the project. The shoes etc were taken to Hannover and we 

were thrilled to see the exhibition again at our farewell dinner at the end of our visit 
in the summer!   

 In April committee member Jonathan Radnedge gave us a detailed history of the 

Hannover football team, Hannover 96, with lots of historical photographs. 

 May saw two events at the Eastfield Inn: firstly the BITA Quiz this year, hosted this 

year by last year’s winners, BLINC, Bristol’s Nicaraguan twinning, and then later in 
the month we had a very successful Annual Dinner there, when the new Lord Mayor 

attended as her first event in office! 

 The young people of Hannover and Bristol are engaged in a Youth Democracy 

project ‘Politik zum Anfassen’, which is funded by Erasmus, and has involved a 

visit in May to Hannover by Bristol’s Youth Council members, and at the end of 
October, there will be a return visit to Bristol by the Hannoverian young people.  Two 

of the group also presented their project at Bristol’s twinning conference (see below) 

in September, where they also gave some ideas for attracting young people to the 
twinning movement. 

 In June we were delighted to welcome the choir Canta Nova from Hannover, with 

their new partner choir, PONITA, and they gave a wonderful concert in the Lord 

Mayor’s Chapel, as well as singing in Clifton’s Open Gardens weekend, until rain 
stopped play! 
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 The big event for us this year was undoubtedly our visit to Hannover at the end of 

June/beginning of July.  16 of us were treated to a varied programme of visits, the 

main focus of the visit being the ceremony to open the Schützenfest at the Rathaus on 
Friday and then the actual procession on the Sunday – 12,000 people marching in 

extreme heat!  Apart from that we visited a modern art gallery created from a former 

swimming pool, a wonderful wildlife park, the former Pelikan Pen factory, as well as 

having a fascinating walk in the ‘Leinemasch’ flood plain, led by committee  member 
Karsten Thielhelm, whose colleague Petra Pilger also welcomed us into her garden 

again for a lovely barbecue party!  More detail in the report on the website. 

 In August two of Bristol’s top young urban artists were chosen by UPFest and 

Hannover’s Kulturamt, who funded them to take part in Hannover’s Urban Nature 
Festival, where they participated in the creation of huge murals and also networked 

with artists from one of Hannover’s other twin cities, Poznań. 

 During the summer we were able, with Alix Hughes’ help, to find a German law 

student from Hannover a placement with the legal department at the City Council 

 In September we supported the annual badminton exchange, with the Beaufort Club 

welcoming their old friends from Hannover 

 Later in the month the seven partnerships in Bristol International Twinnings 

Association organised a nationwide conference: ‘Twinning in the 21
st
 Century’ 

which was a great success, with 80 participants from twinnings from York to 

Cornwall, as well as having 2 Hannover young people amongst the presenters.  The 
conference was opened by the Lord Mayor, and over the course of the day produced 

many ideas for the future, especially in the contexts of volunteering, youth 

participation and social media.  The report can be read in detail on the website. 

 The weekend of 4-6
th
 October was a busy one, with the advent of the prestigious 

Figuralchor from Hannover, who sang on Saturday at Wells Cathedral School with 

the Bristol Bach Choir and the internationally active school choir Choralia, and on 

Sunday at the Harvest Festival service at Bristol Cathedral along with the Cathedral 
choir. 

 The same weekend saw Hannover’s Linden Ruderverein visiting their long-time 

partners, Ariel Rowing Club at their clubhouse in St Anne’s.  They had races on the 

river and a lively social programme on a lovely sunny weekend, and I was invited to 

take part in the President’s lunch at the clubhouse on the Sunday. 

 To bring us up to date, we have already started our new season’s programme, with a 

fascinating film on the German artist Anselm Kiefer, presented by our art expert, 

Colin Evans – with more to come! 

 I would like here to thank Alix Hughes again, who is always a tower of strength, 

even though his work these days for the City Council means that he has many other 
responsibilities, such as his involvement in the recent Festival of Future Cities, where 

we were delighted to welcome back Mayor Thomas Hermann and his wife Margitta.   

 And finally, I would like again to thank the committee for their support, while 

saying a belated farewell to Katerina Seery and Richard Harris, though Richard has 
offered to continue to compile the newsletter for us – the next one due very soon!  

But as I said at the outset, we are now massively reduced in numbers on the 

committee and it will be difficult to maintain our programme if we do not have some 

extra help. 
 

Ann Kennard 

Chair 
 


