
BRISTOL – HANNOVER COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

City Hall, College Green. 

22nd OCTOBER 2019 AT 6.45 p.m. 

1. Present      

The Lord Mayor Cllr Jos Clark, Alix Hughes, Liz Gill, Christopher Embrey, Paul Hinchcliffe, Lynne McAleavey, 

Sylvia Supple, David Stephens, Ann Kennard, David Perkins, Tony Kennard, Frank Titmarsh and Ruth Piper (BV 

Studios) 

2. Apologies 

John and Ethne Dando, Tim Illston, Lynne Evans, Tony and Ursula King , Richard Harris, Gerard Owen, Colin 

and Bev Evans, Jonathan Keir Radnedge and Pat Hedges.  

3. Opening Remarks 

The Lord Mayor gave some brief introductory remarks, remarking that she could not believe that so few 

people had been so generous with their time. In the encounters with Bristol- Hannover, the Lord Mayor said 

that she had had a lot of fun and seen how important these relationships are. She hopes to visit some of our 

Twin Cities in the future. 

4. Minutes of Last years AGM 

The minutes were agreed as an accurate record of the last meeting. Proposed by Liz Gill and seconded by 

Paul Hinchcliffe 

5. Chairman’s Report (available in full on BHC website) 

Ann Kennard reported that we had had another busy year, with visits to and from Hannover, and regular 

events here in Bristol.  But the activities do rather mask the fact that we lost overall four committee 

members last year, so that the burden on the remaining committee is quite considerable at times. To keep 

up the momentum we really need more help. To this end, we organised a national twinning conference 

recently, together with Bristol’s other six twinnings, and hope that this will bring new blood and ideas. 

Last year was characterised by some of our regular events – the Christmas market lunch, Rosenmontag 

party, a number of talks by members from art to trams to sport, our informal annual dinner and the BITA 

Quiz, hosted this year by BLINC, Bristol’s Nicaraguan partnership. The links with Hannover were kept in high 

profile, with a combined art exhibition between Bristol’s BV Studios and Hannover’s Turba Gallery, the shoes 

from the ‘Someone Else’s Shoes’ project were taken to Hannover and we welcomed Canta Nova choir after 

too long a pause, hosted by their new partner choir, PONITA. 

The big event for us this year was undoubtedly our visit to Hannover at the end of June/beginning of July. 16 
of us were treated to a varied programme of visits, the main focus of the visit being the ceremony to open 
the Schützenfest at the Rathaus on Friday and then the actual procession on the Sunday – 12,000 people 
marching in extreme heat! Apart from that we visited a modern art gallery created from a former swimming 
pool, a wonderful wildlife park, the former Pelikan Pen factory, as well as having a fascinating walk in the 
‘Leinemasch’ flood plain, led by committee member Karsten Thielhelm, whose colleague Petra Pilger also 
welcomed us into her garden again for a lovely barbecue party! More detail in the report on the website. 
 



We assisted a German law student with a placement in the summer, and in September supported the 
Beaufort Badminton Club who welcomed their old friends from Hannover. In October there was another very 
prestigious choir visit from the Figuralchor from Hannover, who sang at Wells Cathedral School with the 
Bristol Bach Choir, and at the Harvest Festival service at Bristol Cathedral along with the Cathedral choir. The 
same weekend saw Hannover’s Linden Ruderverein visiting their long-time partners, Ariel Rowing Club at 
their clubhouse in St Anne’s. 
 
Autumn saw Bristol-Hannover participate in a nationwide twinning conference, ‘Twinning in the 21

st
 century’, 

organised by Bristol International Twinnings Association, which was a great success, with 80 participants from 
far and wide. Again more detail in the full report on the website. 

 
Finally Ann thanked Alix Hughes, now working in the International Office of the City Council, and the 
committee members for their support, ever hopeful of having new recruits to the committee! 

 
6. Treasurer’s Report 

 
Treasurer Paul Hinchcliffe distributed copies of the accounts and gave a report for the year to date. The 
Charity account had closed the year slightly higher than 2018 at £5,062 in the current account, plus the 
£26,500 National Savings Bond. The Foundation account had closed the year with a smaller deficit of £473 
with the current account standing at £1, 212. 
Following the report there were again discussions as to why there were two accounts. The reasons were 
explained by Paul Hinchcliffe as to the difference between the Council (Charity) and Foundation (Events) 
accounts and it was agreed that the accounts will stay the same. 

 
7. Adoption of Reports 

    
   The acceptance of the reports were proposed by Frank Titmarsh and seconded by Lynne McAleavey. 
   

8. Vote of Thanks to retiring officers and committee members 
 

The Lord Mayor gave her thanks to the retiring officers and committee members. She could see that a small 
number of people had given a great deal of time to make it all work and believed it all to be robust and 
wished all well for the next year. 

 
9. Election of officers and committee members 

 
(i) Chair                             Dr Ann Kennard                 Proposed by Paul Hinchcliffe 
                                                                                                    Seconded by Lynne Evans 
(ii) Vice Chair                    Frank Titmarsh                   Proposed by Ann Kennard 
                                                                                                    Seconded by Liz Gill 
(iii) Treasurer                     Paul Hinchcliffe                  Proposed by David Perkins 

                                                                                     Seconded by Lynne Evans 
(iv) Website Admin          Gerard Owen                      Proposed by Frank Titmarsh 
                                                                                                     Seconded by Tim Illston                    
(v) Committee Members 

  
                   The following were proposed en bloc: 
                    
                    David Perkins, Tim Illston, Liz Gill and Jonathan Radnedge. 
 
                   Proposed by Frank Titmarsh and seconded by Gerard Owen. 
 
                   (co-opted members may be elected at the Committee’s first meeting) 
  



10. Subscriptions 
 
The Treasurer thought that the annual subscriptions should be raised. The Committee suggested that the  
individual membership remains for the time being at £10, family membership at £19 and corporate £40, but 
the ensuing discussion would be taken to the next committee meeting, the results being circulated to the 
membership once a decision was made. 

Following the official business, we were given an illustrated report by Ruth Piper of BV Studios who have 

been involved in an art exchange with the Turba Gallery in Hannover. 

Background and Summary of the project. 

The project, an artist exchange between five artists from BV studios in Bristol (David Morgan-Davies, Alec Stevens, Catherine 

Knight, Robert Luzar and Ruth Piper) with five artists from Hannover was initiated by a call-out from Alix Hughes (Bristol’s International 

Twinnings Officer) in late 2017. The aim was to mark the legacy of the 70th anniversary of the twinning between the cities of Bristol and 

Hannover. 

From our perspective we felt that in the current political climate, more than ever, we needed to celebrate the spirit of reconciliation; the 

links between the two cities and build connections for future generations. The reciprocal exchange between Bristol and Hannover artists 

was to be the first for several years and the first ever involving BV Studios. In summary, during the course of 2018/19 the Bristol artists 

made two trips to Hannover, and the artists from Hannover made reciprocal trips to Bristol. All artists involved made work shown at a 

group exhibition in each city. The work included sculpture, performance, painting, photography and drawing and installation. 

Planning & Funding 

Support from the UK was very hard to come by! This made support from the Bristol-Hannover Council, German funding passed on by the 

German artists and the British Council (non-financial) all the more important. 

Hannover Visit 

Recce Trip - April 2018 - Dave & Alec made a short trip to meet the five German artists and made plans at the Turba gallery. Also met with 

Frauke from Hannover city council, and Rikus from the Scope gallery. Travel expenses were provided by Bristol-Hannover Council. 

Catherine Knight also made a short fact-finding trip. 

Hannover Exhibition - July 2018 - Alec, Dave & Ruth spent a fantastic week in Hannover to set up and support the exhibition. The show 

looked great and was well received. 

Bristol Visit 

Three German artists spent five days in Bristol in March 2019 to make new work, and set-up the exhibition. 

Highlights - We actually did it on a very small budget. The packed opening night was fantastic and the feedback from the general public 

made it all worthwhile. Hosting and socialising with our guests was great fun. In total we had 600 visitors to the exhibition. 

Conclusion & thanks 

A huge amount of work went into organising travel, accommodation, hospitality for the recce trip and both exhibitions, whilst 

simultaneously we all made our own work for both shows. Overall an exhausting project at times (Keeping ten artists happy can be 

difficult!), but one we thoroughly enjoyed. 

It should be said that the project could not have happened without your support - Thank you 

 


